The Newsletter of
Congregation Beth Jacob
“How lovely are your tents, O Jacob, your dwelling places, O Israel!”
CONGREGATION BETH JACOB
P.O. Box 3284
Plymouth, MA 02361
508-746-1575

J ANUARY /F EBRUARY 2013

www.cbjplymouth.org
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R ABBI S ILVERMAN

5773 HOLIDAYS
Sat., Jan. 26, Tu Bishvat

Dear Friends: People the world over have been deeply touched by the horrific
events in Newtown, Connecticut. It seems to me that everyone I know has
been saddened by the attack on the Sandy Hook Elementary School and the
slaughter of so many innocent people, including twenty children.

Sun., Feb. 24, Purim

One of those children, Noah Pozner, was Jewish. Perhaps you saw and heard
the family's rabbi speaking on some of the news broadcasts and at the memorial observances in Newtown.

Mon., Apr. 15, Yom Hazikaron

Noah's mother, Veronique, a member of her local Hadassah chapter, requested
that trees be planted in Israel in memory of Noah. Responding to this proposal,
Marcie Natan, who serves as Hadassah's national president, committed the
organization to the following plan. Noting that "planting new saplings that can
live on in memory of the children and adults of Sandy Hook Elementary
School is most appropriate," Marcie Natan announced that "Hadassah will be
planting a grove of trees in the Hadassah Forest of the Beersheva River Park in
Israel."

Wed., May 15, Shavuot

Tues., Mar. 26, Passover
Sun., Apr. 7, Yom Hashoah

Tues., Apr. 16, Yom Haatzma-ut
Sun., Apr. 28, Lag Ba’Omer

Holidays begin at sundown on the
evening before the dates listed.

I commend this project to your attention. Trees may be purchased at $18.00
each. Checks should be payable to Hadassah and have the words "Newtown
Grove" in the memo space. If mailed or delivered to me by January 18, I'll
forward them all to National Hadassah in your name and in the name of CBJ.
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P RESIDENT ’ S M ESSAGE
Dear Friends,
I’d like to take this opportunity to update you on the many recent developments affecting CBJ and to thank the many hardworking members who have brought them to fruition. As you all know, we voted to sell our Community Center (which we
purchased in 1978) to the Town of Plymouth to be refitted as a performing arts center. That sale has been finalized and, as of
mid-December, we have completely moved out. By agreement with the Town, however, we will continue to use the building
for High Holiday services well into the foreseeable future. The move was truly a major operation as anyone who has been involved in downsizing a home or business can attest. Our precious items have been relocated to the Synagogue, excess furniture and other hardware items are now housed in a rented storage facility, and thirty-four years of accumulated “junk” was
discarded. Also, our Beit Sefer has been successfully transferred to the Synagogue. Our beautiful building, celebrating its
100th anniversary this year, is being updated as well: a new electrical service, renovated bathrooms, and an enhancement to
the bimah are all currently in process. Needless to say, all that went into this major undertaking required many hands and
minds. I don’t dare list the names of all who were instrumental to this project – it would take far too long to write and read
and, I fear that I might leave out someone’s name. However, I wish to extend my sincere gratitude to our Executive Board,
Community Center Sale Committee, Building Committee, Ritual Committee, Beit Sefer teachers and administrators, Sisterhood and Brotherhood, and the many individuals who made all this possible. I truly envision the “return” to our Synagogue as
a renewal of spirit with a firm commitment to make Congregation Beth Jacob as strong as she can be - at least for another hundred years!

Fred Sarke
President, CBJ

S ISTERHOOD N EWS
The next Sisterhood event will be Saturday evening, February 2 @ 6:30 p.m. Our annual POUND AUCTION will feature
Paula Keller as our auctioneer extraordinaire! This year’s event will be appetizers and desserts. We ask that each couple
bring a maximum of 2 items, nicely wrapped or bagged, that are a pound (or close to it). This year’s affair is B.Y.O.B. Adults
only. Moneys raised will go to Sisterhood’s purchase of an over the stove built in microwave. Please email Susan Breslow@
susanbreslow@yahoo.com with your reservation and what you plan to bring by January 28th. All appetizers must be dairy.
Our next regular meeting will be Tuesday, March 5 @ 7:00 p.m.
We will be discussing our Donor Luncheon which is Sunday, May 19th. Also we will be going over the kitchen and kitchen
items to see what else can be tossed and what items need to be purchased.
Also on the agenda will be a discussion of officers and chair people.

C ONGREGATION B ETH J ACOB E XECUTIVE B OARD
Fred Sarke – President
Christine Burke – Vice President
Paula Keller – Recording Secretary
Ronnie Hirschhorn – Corresponding Secretary
Brian Duckman – Treasurer
Alan Koplan – Assistant Treasurer

B OARD

Carl Finer—Member-at-Large
Vicki Fitzgerald – Member-at-Large
Len Freed - Member-at-Large
Steve Goldberg—Member-at-Large
Mel Klasky – Member-at-Large
Jeremy Kusmin – Member-at-Large

OF T RUSTEES
Brian Duckman
Arnold Gladstein
Larry Winokur
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B EIT S EFER N EWS
In December we welcomed Anne Maddeford as she took over as the teacher of the 3rd and 4th grade class. We are grateful to Anne for taking on this position. As you know by now, Beit Sefer relocated to the Synagogue in December. Though we are still working out of boxes, we're proud how the children handled this move with such ease. At the
start of each Beit Sefer session, students go to the Sanctuary for music. After music they meet with their teachers. The
two older classes share the downstairs while our youngest class meets in the room next to the Sanctuary. We then return
to the Sanctuary at the end of the session for our closing assembly.
In January, our students will be learning about the Jewish Wedding ceremony. This unit will end with a mock-wedding
ceremony on Sunday, February 3rd. All students will be assigned a role for this activity. We will also be studying Tu
B’Shevat in January. Following the mock-wedding in February, the children will learn about Purim and celebrate at the
Purim Carnival on February 24th. Please be aware that we know that this date falls at the end of our winter vacation
week. We're hoping that many can still join in the celebration.
Our remaining Simcha Shabbat services are scheduled for January 4th, February 1st, April 5th, and May 3rd. We will be
having a Havdalah service on Saturday, March 2nd instead of our regular Simcha Shabbat. Please remember that students
are expected to attend at least 4 of these services.
***WE NEED YOUR HELP!***
Beit Sefer is in desperate need of people willing to substitute in the event that one of
our teachers is absent. Until now we have had to keep asking the same two parents to
substitute. We simply need more help! The teaching materials are provided for you
and simple to follow. If everyone is willing to substitute just once, we won't have to
keep asking the same people. Please contact Laura Finkel or Elayne Kalaminsky.
Behrman House has supplied curriculum materials to Jewish schools for many, many years. They now
have an Online Learning Center for families, as well as for organizations and teachers. If you are looking
to add to you your child's Jewish experience, check it out at http://www.behrmanhouse.com/familieslearn.

L IMUD T ORAH /T ORAH S TUDY G ROUP
Our study of the weekly Torah portion continues, midrash and commentaries included. Our texts are in English translation.
We meet most Mondays, from 8:30 to 10:00 am. We meet in January on the following dates: January 7, 14, and 28. Please
watch the Weekly Update for February dates.

H INENI
The Brotherhood and Sisterhood of Congregation Beth Jacob announce the initiation of a new program (Hineni) to provide
one-time or short-term services to congregants. To this end, a number of congregants have volunteered to provide rides,
meals, and other similar assistance as needed and requested.
For examples, rides to Temple for services, programs, and meetings as well as to appointments can be arranged. Meals will
also be provided on a limited basis.
All congregant requests will be maintained in the strictest of confidentiality. Any requests for assistance should be directed
to the program coordinators, Steve and Suzanne Goldberg @ 508-833-8896, or Rabbi Silverman @ 508-746-1575. Volunteers are always welcomed and needed.
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B ROTHERHOOD N EWS
It’s been a rewarding year in many ways to belong to CBJ Brotherhood. “Rewarding”, that is, if you chose to participate in
the varied, sometimes-twisted activities presented to its cast of somewhat suspect characters. On the “PLUS” side, we are just
about at the 3,000 lbs mark of non-perishable donated food items to The Greater Plymouth Food Warehouse in just over the
last 2-1/2 years. GOOD but not GREAT. There’s still an overwhelming need to help our neighbors that need our help. Just
go to the Plymouth Food Warehouse (as we have) to see two thirds of the bins empty to make that point. We have food baskets readily available at the synagogue for your generous contribution of non-perishable food items.
We’ve had a number of “sumptuous” breakfasts with numerous presentations that were usually entertaining and always informative. This will most certainly continue into the New Year. We’ve kind of gotten used to each others company while
filling our stomachs and minds at the same time.
Last year we had 36 unusually informed dues paying members of CBJ Brotherhood. This year, with the loss of a few and the
addition of a few, we matched last years total. We were certainly hoping to top last years total……obviously, not the case.
We were (through dues and fund raising events) able to contribute ¾ of our treasury to CBJ (totaling $1,500.00.) Not a fortune, but more than this strange group has been able to contribute in many years. We’re still hoping (how childish is that???)
to do more this year. I (personally) was all for using this cash on an investigative trip to check on Brotherhood organizations
in Aruba…….but noooooo. Apparently no one wants to see their leadership with a deep tan!
This year we’re going to try our darndest to see if we can get some of our younger families involved by shaming them while
involving their children. We have joined the national organization of Men of Reform Judaism. We hope to utilize their extensive resources to help benefit our small, yet enthusiastic group of misfits.
This year we’ll once again be presenting the possibility of an Investment Club as well as a Book Club. Any other suggestions
would be greatly (if not enthusiastically) appreciated. We’re also hoping to help in the re-dedication of the synagogue on its
100th Anniversary.
“Lotta hoping” needs a “lotta help”. Hope you can be there to participate in doing some of the good we do. This is (after all)
YOUR Brotherhood. We are still trying to do as much as we can to benefit CBJ and have fun doing it!!!
UPCOMING EVENTS:
BROTHERHOOD MEETING ON TUESDAY, JANUARY 15TH AT 7pm.
BROTHERHOOD BREAKFAST ON SUNDAY, JANUARY 20TH.
THERE IS LIMITED SEATING AT THE SYNAGOGUE FOR THIS "FREE" SUMPTUOUS BREAKFAST. YOU MUST RSVP
(aprocess@aol.com) BY SUNDAY, JANUARY 13TH. First 40 people get to be seated at the breakfast. The program will feature Lisa Budge Johnson (Deputy Sheriff of Plymouth County) who will present an audio/video program about something
near and dear to her heart....The Elephant Sanctuary in Tennessee. This presentation will be made upstairs in OUR sanctuary
(no RSVP necessary for this presentation). If you've experienced one of her presentations before, you know how entertaining
and informative they are. So, if you're a paid up dues member of either CBJ Brotherhood and/or Sisterhood, you and your
spouse or partner are invited to join us at this rather intriguing program. We are also asking for those who wish to honor a
mother (mother in law), father (father in law), son, daughter, spouse, partner, elephant or other natural or unnatural pet you
might want to honor in an upcoming or past mitzvah to help sponsor this event ($25.00 per sponsor). Watch the Weekly for
more information.

The Congregation sends a hearty “Mazel Tov” to...
Larry & Anne Maddeford on their son Caleb recently becoming a Bar Mitzvah.
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D ONATIONS
Y AHRZEIT F UND
Richard Rothstein, In Memory of Gloria Rothstein
Paula & Joe Keller, In Memory of Manuel Arons
Laura & Mark Goldberg, In Memory of Frank Goldberg
Adelaid Lelyveld, In Memory of Mark Lelyveld
Deborah Cohen, In Memory of her Father Harris B. Cohen
Irene & Fred Sarke, In Memory of Albert Sarke
Richard & Susan Breslow, In Memory of Pearl Breslow
Stephen & Suzanne Goldberg, In Memory of Abraham & Bertha Goldberg
Barry& Susan Zimmerman, In Memory of Gladys Zimmerman
Joseph & Rona Ross, In Memory of Miriam Toabe
Dan & Ronnie Hirschhorn, In Memory of Nathan Hirschhorn, Mae Hirschhorn & Bernard Riback
William Righter, In Memory of his Grandmother Sylvia Righter
Pamela & Paul Sechoka, In Memory of Mildred Goldberg & Paul Sechoka Sr.
Barbara Aharoni & Harry Shamir, In Memory of Dr. Haim Shamir

G ENERAL F UND
Gordon & Janet Strauss, In Memory of his Mother, Jessica Strauss
Harvey & Donna Albert
Linden Ponds, In Honor of Karin Goldstein’s speaking engagement

B ETH J ACOB T RUST F UND
Gordon & Janet Strauss, In Memory of her Mother, Ruth Ross

R ESNICK F AMILY E DUCATION F UND
Bernard Resnick, In Memory of his Mother, Pauline Resnick
Bernard Resnick, In Memory of his Grandfather, Louise Resnick, his Brother, Stanley Resnick, and his Sister-In-Law Alice
Resnick

S ARAH & A BRAHAM S HERMAN F UND
Rose Geller, In Honor of the marriage of Attorney Abby Geller & Attorney Spencer Wein

R ABBI ’ S M ITZVAH F UND
Anonymous
In honor of our Son and Brother,
HARRISON DUGGAN,
on becoming a Bar Mitzvah
-- By Ted and Jill Duggan and Rachel
In honor of our Son,
ANDREW RILEY MANUS,
on the occasion of his Naming
-- By Julie and Jeremy Manus
In memory of CLARA VAN WEST
COFFMAN
-- By Harriette Minsky and Family
In memory of MARTIN BENDER
-- By The Lawrence D. Geller Family

Donations to the Mitzvah Fund to support the Hospitality
Program for the Homeless have been received from:
Judge and Mrs. Gregory R. Baler
Yossi and Andrea Chodin
The Lawrence D. Geller Family
Mark and Laura Goldberg
Suzanne and Steve Goldberg
Dr. Arthur and Harriet Goodman
Dr. Barry and Fay Meltzer
Harriette Minsky
Bill Righter
Michael and Sandy Schwartz
Paul and Pam Sechoka
Jackie and Steve Winokur

PLEASE NOTE:
Contributions to the Rabbi's Mitzvah Fund are always welcome and, during the winter months, are especially needed. Checks should be
made payable to "CBJ-Rabbi's Mitzvah Fund" and sent to the Rabbi's attention at P.O. Box 3284, Plymouth, MA 02361. Please include
your dedication instructions. A note will be sent to the person(s) honored by your gift or to the family of someone in whose memory a contribution is made.
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Y AHRZEITS D URING J ANUARY /F EBRUARY
Please note: Yahrzeit observance begins the evening preceding the date shown.
January
1 Helen Evans
1 Adeline Winokur
1 Irving Etkind
4 Ronald Goldberg
5 Edith Beatrice Kagan
5 Pauline Resnick
5 Philip Ratick
6 Jessica Pershing Strauss
7 John Jacob Marcus
8 Bessie Skulsky
8 Shirley Lubin
9 Hyman Aranowitz
12 Mendel Aranowitz
13 Rebecca Shriber
14 Ruth Bornstein Strauss
14 Emil N. Winkler
15 Louis Policow
16 Joseph Rains
17 Philip Aanowitz
18 Charles Ginsburg
18 Fred Greenbaum
18 Michel Toabe
18 Lawrence Friedman
19 Seymore Horenstein
19 Annie Mankoff
20 Shirley Greenbaum
20 Charles Righter
21 Hannah Cooper

22 Manuel Kalaminsky
22 Angy Moore
23 Bernard Riback
24 Morris Rodman
25 Mae Hirschhorn
26 Sadie Stein
27 Ida Resnick
28 Kay Levenson-Meltzer
February
2 Abraham Toabe
3 Myer Meyer
3 Rina Shamir (nee Strumsky)
4 Ethel Berger
4 Roberta Lipetz
5 Hilda Keil Toabe
6 Frank Gladstein
8 Harry Dorph
8 Adele Pevzner
9 Arthur Rosenblum
10 Ida Penn
12 Jeanne Gurwitch
14 Saul Sokolow
15 David Schwartz
15 Max Shriber
16 Hyman Sherman
16 Robert Arons
17 Ida Toabe
17 Sumner Robinson

Members, Guests and Friends of CBJ:
I am happy to remind you of a program that we offer at
Congregation Beth Jacob to inform fellow Jews: both
members and their families and friends of CBJ, of the
annual yahrzeit dates of their loved ones. Once you have
supplied the names and dates (either Hebrew or English)
of those whom you wish to remember, you will receive
notification approximately three weeks in advance of
the yahrzeit date. There is no charge for this service. We
feel that it’s important to supply this service to all interested Jews.
I realize that our members have furnished this information when they joined CBJ. We ask those of you who
have not done so to supply this information again so we
can be sure our records are up-to-date and accurate. This
program is separate from your listings in our annual
Yizkor Book of Remembrance.
Please send this information to:
Congregation Beth Jacob
Attn: Arnold Gladstein
P O Box 3284
Plymouth, MA 02361

19 Marcus Solomon
20 Edith Albert
21 Dinah Van West
22 Lillie Pokross
22 Sylvia Wippman
24 Sarah Rebecca Cohen
24 Sally Sarke
25 I. Harry Keller
25 Rebecca Kirschner
26 Betty Balton
27 Elizabeth Rains
27 Joseph Harris
27 Rose Goldberg
March
1 Eleanor Azerrad
2 Susan Starr
3 Adele Hollander

"May the Memory
of each one abide
as a Blessing"

Notes on Yahrzeit observance:
Some customs associated with Yahrzeit observance are: lighting a memorial candle at home
in the evening at the beginning of the Yahrzeit
period; saying Kaddish during a Shabbat service
close to the Yahrzeit; donating to a charity or one
of CBJ's special funds in memory of the one
whose Yahrzeit is being observed.

***HOW TO REACH US AT CBJ***
508-746-1575
(Messages can be left here)
Rabbi Silverman can be reached at 508-746-0010
during Calling Hours and in Case of Emergency
(Confidential messages can be left at this number).
Exception: When one knows that Rabbi Silverman is at
the Synagogue, for example, for Hebrew School or Bar/
Bat Mitzvah lessons, then it makes sense to try the Synagogue number first.
RABBI

SILVERMAN'S

CALLING

HOURS:

Rabbi Silverman observes Calling Hours on Monday,
Tuesday, Thursday and Friday from 10am - noon. In
case of emergency, messages may always be left at 508746-0010.
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H OSPITALITY

FOR THE H OMELESS
In cooperation with the Plymouth Area Taskforce for the Homeless and the Plymouth Area Interfaith Clergy Association, CBJ
will once again be supporting Nights of Hospitality for the Homeless, which began at the end of October, and is located in one
of the churches in our neighborhood. Our participation is very important and our neighbors are counting on us. We are asking
for voluntary contributions to support the program in three ways.
1) Chaperones (two per night)
2) Meal Providers (supper for the chaperones and 15-20 homeless individuals whom we refer to as our "guests" ) -- some
subsidies may be available
3) Cash contributions, which help with all kinds of expenses involved in the running of the program.
For more information, please contact Rabbi Silverman: 508-746-1575, at the Synagogue; or 508-746-0010, during "Calling
Hours."
To volunteer as a chaperone or meal provider, please contact Shellie at 508-746-3026 (she works at one of our neighboring
churches). Contributions may be sent in the form of checks made payable to the Rabbi's Mitzvah Fund, and sent to the Rabbi's
attention at P. O. Box 3284, Plymouth 02361.

"THE JEWS OF PLYMOUTH"
B Y K ARIN G OLDSTEIN
Pre-publication Announcement
A historical account of the development of our Jewish community in the Plymouth area, written by our
own Karin Goldstein, is on its way to the publisher.
The book is expected to have a list price of $20.00.
Karin would like to make a number of the books
available to CBJ members and friends for the prerelease price of $18.00; and to do that, she needs to
know how many to order. If you are interested in
having one or more books ordered for yourself or
your family, please call the Rabbi's Study (508-746
-1575) and leave a message, including your name
and the quantity desired.

MARTIN LUTHER KING DAY
COMMUNITY BREAKFAST
Monday, Jan. 21, 8:00 am at Plymouth South
High School
Tickets: $8.00 (adults), $7.00 (students)
Special Guest: Cory Barnes, who will perform
Dr. King's "I Have a Dream Speech."
This new year of 2013 marks the 50th anniversary of that historic speech. Sponsored by the
Plymouth Area Interfaith Clergy, the Plymouth
No Place for Hate Committee, and the Plymouth
Public Schools.

My name is Melissa Kirby and I am preparing for my Bat Mitzvah to be held May, 2013. My cousin was stationed overseas
on the front line for a year. During that year my dad, mom, sister and I sent a box a month to him. I would like to continue
that during my Bat Mitzvah year starting May, 2012 sending one box a month to a service man or woman oversees. Does
anyone in the Congregation have a loved one overseas in the armed services? If so, please e-mail to my mom, Robin Kirby at robink12@verizon.net the details as far as the correct name and address to send a box overseas. If there are too many
folks I will need to put all the names in a hat and pull one per month for a total of 13 boxes to be sent.
If anyone would like to help with donations for the boxes, there will be a box at the Synagogue labeled “Donations for Service Men and Women.” Items needed are things like razors, individual packaged fun food, fun little trinkets, baby wipes (the
small travel containers are best), and best of all, hand- made cards! Thank you for your support!
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January 2013
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4

5

Simcha Shabbat
7:30pm
6

7

Beit Sefer 9:45am

Limud Torah/Torah
Study Group 8:30am10:00am

13

14

15

Beit Sefer 9:45am

Limud Torah/Torah
Study Group 8:30am10:00am

Brotherhood Meeting
7pm

20

21

22

Brotherhood Breakfast and Speaker

MLK Breakfast 8am
(PSHS)

27

28 Limud Torah/
Torah Study Group
8:30am-10:00am

Beit Sefer 9:45am

8

9

10

11

12

Shabbat Service
7:30pm
16

18

19

Shabbat Service
7:30pm
23

29

17

30

24

25

26

Tu Bishvat

Shabbat Service
7:30pm

Shabbat Service
9:30am

Fri

Sat

1

2

Simcha Shabbat
7:30pm

Sisterhood Pound
Auction 6:30pm

8

9

Shabbat Service
7:30pm

Shabbat Service Ashley Burke Bat
Mitzvah 10:00am

15

16

31

Executive Board
Meeting 7pm

February 2013
Sun

Mon

3

4

Tue

5

Wed

6

Thu

7

Beit Sefer 9:45am

10

11

12

13

14

Shabbat Service
7:30pm

Beit Sefer 9:45am

17

18

19

20

21

22
Shabbat Service
7:30pm

24

Purim

25

26

27

28

Beit Sefer 9:45am
(Purim Carnival)

Holidays begin at sundown on the evening before the dates listed.

23
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